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Passage: 1 John 1:1 - 2:2 

That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we looked upon 

and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life— the life was made manifest, and we have seen it, 

and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was made manifest to us— that 

which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our 

fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. And we are writing these things so that our joy may be 

complete. 

This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. If 

we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. But if we walk in 

the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from 

all sin. If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful 

and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say we have not sinned, we make 

him a liar, and his word is not in us. 

My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an 

advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also 

for the sins of the whole world. 

 

Background: The epistle of John 

 Audience: many second/third generation Christians 

 Concern: risk of disintegration of values and morals over time (can be seen today by empty, unused church 

buildings) 

 History: Book of Judges - in three generations, nation had shifted from those who had seen what God had 

done to those who never seen or followed anything of God 

 Focus: Fellowship with God 

What is sin? 

 violation of God’s holy law 

1 John 3:4 

Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 

 

Three distinctions of sin 

1.Sin is inherited  

 We are sinners not because we sin.  We sin because we are sinners. 

 Genesis 3 

Romans 5:12 



Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men 

because all sinned 

 

2.Sin is imputed to us 

 Because Adam sinned, we are all declared guilty because of sin 

Romans 6:23 

For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Romans 3:23 

for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 

James 2:10 

For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become guilty of all of it. 

 

3.Sin is personal 

 our personal sin is imputed to us and inherited and they are many 

Romans 1:29-31 (Sin of commission: doing what God forbids) 

They were filled with all manner of unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice. They are full of envy, murder, strife, 

deceit, maliciousness. They are gossips, slanderers, haters of God, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, 

disobedient to parents, foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless. 

James 4:17 (sin of omission: failing to do what God requires) 

So whoever knows the right thing to do and fails to do it, for him it is sin. 

 

Three Truths 

I. Sin will keep you from the Savior 

II.  Sin will separate you from the Savior 

III. Sin will bring you to the Savior 

 

I. Sin will keep you from the Savior 

 cultural Christianity: a creation by man where he serves his own creation of god. 

 Timothy: hold a form of godliness devoid of power 

An attitude of defensiveness/remorse but not one of repentance 

 Remorse: I am sorry 

 Repentance: change of mind/heart 

Matthew 25:31-46 (Parable of Sheep and Goats) 

Matthew 25:44-46 

Then they also will answer, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in 

prison, and did not minister to you?’ Then he will answer them, saying, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did not do it to one 

of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into 

eternal life.” 



 

Luke 18:11-14 

The Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed thus: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, 

adulterers, or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I get.’ But the tax collector, 

standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a 

sinner!’ I tell you, this man went down to his house justified, rather than the other. For everyone who exalts himself 

will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.” 

 

True Repentance 

 true repentance will draw you to the Savior 

2 Corinthians 7:10 

For godly grief produces a repentance that leads to salvation without regret, whereas worldly grief produces death. 

1 John 1:9 

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

2 Corinthians 5:17 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. 

 

II.  Sin will separate you from the Savior 

 sin (practice and in confessed) will drive a wedge in your relationship and fellowship with God. 

Ex: David when he sinned - key model in Psalm 51 

Psalms 51:3-4 (admitted sin) 

For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is 

evil in your sight, so that you may be justified in your words and blameless in your judgment. 

Psalms 51:17 (sorrowful for sin) 

The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 

Psalms 51:1-2, 7-10 (ask for forgiveness) 

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your abundant mercy blot out my 

transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin!...Purge me with hyssop, and I 

shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you have 

broken rejoice. Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O God, and 

renew a right spirit within me. 

Psalms 51:12 (God’s restoration) 

Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit. 

 

III. Sin will bring you to the Savior 

Isaiah 59:2 (Sin’s effect) 

but your iniquities have made a separation 



between you and your God, and your sins have hidden his face from you so that he does not hear. 

 

Romans 7:15 (Sin’s reality) 

For I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. 

Romans 7:24-25 

Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our 

Lord! So then, I myself serve the law of God with my mind, but with my flesh I serve the law of sin. 

 

1 John 2:1-2 (Jesus the Savior) 

My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an 

advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also 

for the sins of the whole world. 

 acknowledged sin = bring you to Savior 

 Confessed sin = restored fellowship 

 

Questions of Reflection 

Question: Is sin keeping you from the Savior? 

 Turn remorse into repentance 

1 John 1:8 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

 

Question: Are the sins we are practicing separating us from the Savior and from others? 

1 John 1:9 

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Question: Will our sins bring us to the Savior? 

1 John 2:2 

He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. 

 

The Gospel to save is real 

Psalms 103:12 

as far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 

 

Song: His Mercy Is More 

https://youtu.be/CVTUPWpEbes 

 

 

https://youtu.be/CVTUPWpEbes

